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Railroad Realignment 


T= OLD familiar street car will sae: 
pear today from the Sacramento 

Parade. Street cars will be replaced by the 
faster buses, and the Sacramento metro- 
politan area will be better off because of 
this change. 

Soon the street car tracks will be removed 
—and there will remain only the rail lines 
which occupy some of the re important 
thoroughfares as mementos of another era. 

If, spurred by this disappearance of the 
street car tracks, we could resolve to elimi- 
nate the railroad tracks from the city’s 
thoroughfares, we would have taken a long 
step forward to make Sacramento. a moré 
modern city. ; ’ 

The, Western Pacific lines could easily 
be routed around the city, following the 
banks of the Sacramento river on the south- 
west, and then occupying Second or Front 
Street to come into the Southern Pacific 
Station which could become a Union 
Station. Thereafter, the Western Pacifie 
and Southern Pacific could B aay a 
present Southern Pacific tracks to leave 
city on the north—and there would be an 
end to the infernal nuisance of freight trains 
blocking important intersections in the city 
at Ey A fic a 

t e trend in progressive citiés a 
where. The problem here will not solve it- 
self. Wishful thinking will not help. Some 
ag ive local civic organization can pro- 

e the necessary impetus to bring the pro- 
gram to fruition. 


Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Paralleling the problem of the 
WP in Sacramento has been the 
Santa Fe through Fresno. Both 
companies face expensive reloc- 
ations to avoid slow street 
crossings. In Fresno a joint 
city-state report estimate the 
cost of a Union Terminal on 
the SP line will cost upwards 
of four million dollars. 

One problem, of course, is 
what the SP is going to ask for 
its facilities. Usually, it 
is not a cash transaction, but 
an agreement like the one that 
gave the SP-WP joint trackage 
through Nevada. 

When the Santa Fe put on 
its Valley streamliners it 
pulled out of the Oakland Pier; 
can they get together again? 

Oakland too, is talking 
Union Terminal with 40th being 
recomended by "experts" who 
recomend busses and Key System 
property. 

FRANCIS GUIDO 
Editor 


WEST:RN PACIFIC'S PASSENGER DIESELS IN SERVICE 
The Western Pacificts new passenger diesel- 


ere 





electrics numbered in the 800 series are breaking 
into org and during July 
y' 


saw service on the 


Expogition The engines are 3-unit, single 
ena locomotives in silver and maroon. 


-- Don Gunn 
STREAMLINED TRAIN FOR ALASKA RAILROAD 


The International Railway Car and Equipment Manufacturing 
Company of Kenton, Ohio, has rebuilt government surplus equip- 
ment for two streamliners for the Alaska Railroad. 
Alco-GE diesel-electric locomotives which had s 
with the Army were overhauled, 
the new streamliners while cars formerl 
of Mines were rebuilt and streamlined 


remodeled and streamlined for 


for this service, The 


same company has recently constructed a number of all-welded 


steel cabooses for the Alaska Railroad. on 


GE release 


SOUTI:RN PACIFIC LOCOMOTIV# SCRAPPING LISTED 


Nay, 1947 2617 2-8-0 Scrapped at Los Angeles 
June, 1947 oe ate tre 8 at Portland 
-6— r 
A aoe 6 c qpped at Los Angeles 
" wt 1175 " u " ci] " 
’ * 3900 4-6-6-2 Scrapped at Sacramento 
w 4001 4-8-8-2 " " " 
" '" 4017 " " " " 
" " 4021 " " " " 
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| My Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of J. C. HAMMOND 





Southern Pacific 2485, P-10 4-6-2, leaving Sacramento 
for Oakland Pier with Train #243, "Sierra", now discontinued, 
while 3250, 2-8-2, with an “extra west" pops off with a full 
head of steam on the freight lead waiting patiently to follow 
3 which it did five minutes later. 
Le Engine 2485 was streamlined three months later and haul- 
ed the first secéion of the San Joaquin Daylight southbound 
from Oakland Pier on July 4, 1941. 

This is my most complete railroad shot--a passenger train, 
a freight, the "home" shops and the S.P.'s modern through 


suring passenger terminal with even the faithfull crossing watchman 
squip- on duty. 

60-ton Photograph taken March 16, 1941 

in Iran 

for 


CALIFORNIA WESTERN SCRAPS ENGINE 





_ The California Western Railroad has scrapped its 

ded number 11, 2-6-2T, at Fort Bragg July lst of this year. 
California Western's number 41, 2-8-0, is still laid 
up with a broken driver. A wheel is on order from 
Baldwin. -- Jack Gibson 

os ORANGE EMPIRE NOTES 


Southern Pacific locomotive 4369, 4-8-2, jumped the rails 
near El Casco turning over and derailing 12 freight cars and 
killing both the engineer and fireman. 

Pacific Electric portable sub-station #00182 has been 
operating at San Bernardino during July while the San Bernard- 
ino line was changed from 50 cycle to 60 cycle. 
-- Jack Whitmeyer 
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LOCAL TRANSIT SITUATION ES 
SO LONG, “SOWBELLIES” 


The last of Los Angeles Railway's center 

LOS ANGELES entrance street cars has been withdrawn from 

7 7 service by LATL with the conversion of the lines 
shown on page 8. The cars built in 1912 were 
quite popular due to the low step. Studies 
made a few years ago found these cars the fastest 
loading and unloading in the Los Angeles area. The LARY had 
167 center entrance cars, but the two-motor cars were scrapped 
some time ago and only the four-motor cars remained at the 
end. 





San Francisco's center-entrance cars saw their 
last days also with the final conversion of the E 
line to trolley busses. The tiny 4-wheel center 
entrance cars which one steam fan referred to as 
"two-man birneys" proved too expensive for the E 
line run. They are being scrapped for the motors 
which will be used in former Market Street Railway cars. Some 
may temporarily be used on the F line which is now being exten: 
ed across Market Street to go down 4th to the S.P. depot. 
The Market, Ellis, Stockton and Fourth intersection is torn 
up at present much to the discomfort of autoists and 20 line 
passengers who have to transfer across Market Street. 


Oakland's center-entrance street cars meet a 
Happier fate with the 700's being converted about 
1929 into front entrance one-man cars. The 700!s 
were retired for a couple of weeks at the time 
the 6 line was motorized, but were returned to 
service due to a car shortage. 

The Oakland City Council is now working on a 
Master Plan for transit and a report made to the council had 
the following suggestions among others. 

1. Abandon all street car and bridge trains or 

2. Abandon some street car and bridge lines retaining 
A and F with street cars on San Pablo, E. 14th, 
Shattuck and Telagraph. or 

5. Abandon all street car and bridge lines except on 
the bridge with a transfer to motor couches at a 


40th Street terminal combined with a steam train 
Union Station, 


KEY SYSTEM 








No one will have to twist Key System's arm to go along with 
the scrapping of street cars and the purchase of nine new 
General Motor's Busses on Firestone tires with Standard Gas. 






PORTLAND TRACTION BRIDGE TRANSFER TO GO BUS AGAIN 
The Portland Traction Company has asked the city council 
for permission to restore motor coach service on the Bridge 
transfer car line on the eadt side of the river. Street cars 
were restored to the line in January, 1942, to release busses 
for other war time uses, but the company now claims to have 
enough busses to retire the street cars again. - Stearns 
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PACIFIC COAST CHAPTER 





’ | Bailway § Locomotinegh Kistorical Society 
=) OFFERS + 


~ | WEEKEND ~%-REDWOODS ! 


SATURDAY and SUNDAY 


SEPTEMBER 13.014 


NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY Caurronma Waesrenn Rarzoap amp Navicarion Compant 


© Km 
The slow schedule imposed by the 
N.W.eP. has been turned into an asset 
by the H&LHS by running a two-day all 
daylight trip the week end of Sept- 
ember 13-14. Arrangements have been 
made to reserve practically every 
hotel and auto-court in the Fort Bragg 
area for the overnight stop at Fort 
Bragg, but even then the trip will be 
limited to the first 175 reservations. 
The trip will leave San Rafael 
at 8:20 a.m. Saturday morning arriving 
at Fort Bragg late Saturday afternoon, 
Besides photo stops inroute the C-W 
locomotives will be spotted Saturday 
afternoon. Sunday morning a side 
trip will be operated over the Ten- 
Mile branch of the C-W to visit the 
lumber camp. After lunch at Fort 
Bragg the return trip will leave at 
1:00 p.m. arriving at Ban Rafael at 
9:30 pemee Feature of the C-W trip 
will be three observation flat cars 
with improvised seats. 








in 
, Train fare will be $10.75 roundtrip from San Rafael with 
connecting charter busses from Oakland and San Francisco for 
on those that want the connection at $1.00 roundtrip additional. 
1 Hotel reservations are made by depositing $1.50 per person 
1 with the balance of the rate for the room payable to the hotel. 
Rates average about $5.00 for a double and $3.00 for a single. 
vith Many more doubles are available than single. Mail to: 
W STANLEY MERRITT 
Gas. 836 Alma Avenue 
Oakland, California 
1. Train fare $10.75 round trip per person 
2. Hotel deposit $1.50 per person--double or single? 
yuncil 3. Charter bus fare to Oakland or San Francisco $1.00. 
\dge 4. Stamped, self-addressed envelope for reply. 
; cars 
usses 
lave 


The Trip of a Lifetime--Don't Miss It! 
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Chico’s Street Cars May Be Work Is Started 


Ousted if Proposal Accepted 0n Railroad Bed 





Chico’s ancient street cars may soon be just a memory. 
Jean Morony, appearing for Charles Risher, the Risher 
Bus Lines and the Sacramento Northern Railway, last night 
presented three proposals — the rail company to the 


City Council. 

Risher Bus Lines at present has 
@ proposal for expanded service 
before the Public Utilities Com- 
mission. Morony stated that since 
the proposed bus service would 
parallel the present street car 
routes, the Railway was desirous 
of discontinuing the service. 

Railway stated, through 
Morony, that it would appeal to 
the Public Utilities Commission 
either for abandonment of the 
street cars or denial to the bus 
company to onerate along the 
route which the trolleys now use. 

The Council approved a resolu- 
tion that if and when the aban- 
donment of the street cars was 
approved by the Utilities Com- 
mission the city would: 





| 4 tyr aed it 
ones in his es 

neve d such a ride as the South ltrs 
ern Pacific Railroad is 
force upon Old Betsy: ye big, black, 
haughty locomotive 





going to en-jher 
whistle will be mute. 


1. Agree to the abandonment of 
the street car line. 

2. Allow the Railway to sub- 
stitute diesel-electric locomotives 
for the electric engines now used. 

3. Allow the company to run 
six-car trains through the city 
mther than the present thrce- 
car limit. 

Morony explained that the 
str_et cars have been operated at 
@ loss for many years and the 
“Gouncil agreed it would be to the 
advantage of the city if the ser- 
vice were discontinued. In that 
‘vent, Morony stated, the overhead 
trolley wires would be removed. 

———o>—__—_— 


Old Betsy, Off Rails, Will Be 
Guinea Pig For S. P. Tests 


pate will Baie Pn, her stack.) 


will ease the) 


throttle. Her A will not turn, 


bell will not ries § — 
e 


there, all hot and full of 





wv in the Cumapertntien busi- 


Ola Betsy has hauled more pas-| 
eee trains than she would care 
to admit, and if turned loose prob- 
ably would find her way tq 
Angeles and back without so much 
as ruffling her cowcatcher. 

But now the old girl is off, the| 


mo and probably 


ment is coming to. 
locomotives with steam up are sup- 
posed to m 


be metered to,the $150,000 st 
iron “guinea pig” from a converted 
engine tender erected oataee. the 


wonder what 
his younger eneraion (of railroad 
In her book, 


ove—an. 
Fuel and water for the study will 
steel and 





road and, Len the interests of 

veloping a more economical ‘and ef- 

ficient use of fuel, = be subjected 

to scientific tests in a end 

built in acrament od the S. prop- 
in 


stripped of ne ft 1. Bp and =. im-/| see: 


ent — 
what ike 2 a corset shop patron re- re 





building Excess steam 
will be dissolved through winding 
pipes to an improvised muffler 
which first entered railroad service 
as a tank car, 


a ES Thore complicated ~ 
ventions. Such is 


jot A Gardenia 
In + respects the whole |i 
resemble one of 


the fate of ex- 





ceiving a fitting—she has been 
stalled in the big hangarlike pulld-| 
ing to await the meticulous pro-jca: 

lures which wi'l be her contri- 
bution to a lower S. P. fuel bill. 

Into her innards will be injected 
a@ maze of tubes, pipes and wires 
connecting with meters and Pa — 

complicated apparatus, which in} 
turn “will car o an elaburate test 
board the highly technical informa- 
tion the exper andl eee in their 
study of the prob 

The tests will x conducted over 
a period of several months under 
conditions ey a wae ge 
under full.speed — althou, 
giant former queen of the ra’ is wit 
not budge an inch. 

Steam’ 2 tee To Go 
Her firebo ll be hotter than 


ay 


(And 
for E practical purposes th the letters 
is vanything ‘par? a gar Ey 


Pacific motive 
ent, feels that the attractive savings 
to be realized in the railroa 
$32,000,000 a x, r fuel bill should 
more than o 

vg ~ S- and the inconvenience to 


After all, the 
the crotche’ 


concurrence of Paul Garin, tests 


lengineer, and J. ristow, tests 
|supervisor, 

ut the chances are Old Iron- 
bottom simply may glare down her 
headlight and give wi 





{the hinges of ‘he bad place and 


motive equivalent of + i 9 


owever, F. E. Russell, Southern 
power superintend- 


t the unpretty sur- 


ge an comfort. 
P. = been J. 


ety monster for 
In this Russell ~~ the "pedding 








TRIP of a LIFETIME YOU CAN NOW AFFORD: 


> mage ilabl 





Guest, Ranches, Lodges. (Unbelievably { 


low rates from $3 ry a day, including meals). Along “SCENIC ROUTE OF! 
BRITISH COLUMBIA” Pacific Great Eastern Railway. Round trip from ‘ 
Sm gen pd rail and steamship from $50.00 includipg tax. All arrange: { 


ments transportation aud a 


[TRAVEL, Bex 97, MENLO PARK, CALIFORNIA. 


ecommodations. WRITE PACIFIC: 
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To Hobart Mills 


TRUCKEE (Nevada Co.), July 17. 
Construction was started this week 
on a seven mile railroad bed which 
will connect Hobart Mills with the 
main line of the Southern Pacific 
in_ Truckee. 

The roafi will provide transporta- 
tfon for the Fibreboard Corporation 
which recently announced a wide 
range logging program to extend 
over a period of from 30 to 


years, 
Will Haul Logs 

The corporation plans to take 
over the old ghost town of Hobart 
Mills and use it as headquarters 
for the concern in this area. Logs 
will be hauled and stockpiled in 
Hobart Mills and hauled-to Truckee 
by rail. From here they will go to 
the corporation’s mills in Antioch 
for processing. 

e railroad construction work is 
being done by the A. D. Schader 
Company of San Francisco and the 
subcontractor, H. Earl Parker of 
Marysville, started work Tuesday 
at the old Hobart-Southern railroad 
ne in east Truckee. e new 
line will not follow the old road- 
bed, —— to advices given Su- 

rvisor Loehr, but will be 
uilt to dlimbaate many old trestles 
which were used during the logging 
and lumbering operations at Hobart 
Mills — ceased 12 years ago, 

ouses Remain 

Since that time the town, which 
once housed between 700 and 1,000 
families and was complete with 
schools, churches and stores, has 
been sold twice and most of the 
homes, store buildings, hospitals 
and mills torn down and hauled 
away. Only a few scattered houses 
remain on the site. 

Recently the local ip sepettigtentent 
for yeceees. toodiey, 
moved to Hobart Mine where he is 
overseeing the work of surveying 
and outlicing plans for the exten- 
sive operations which will begin 
~ Spring, under present sched- 
ule. 





Key Route May Use 


Buses on Bay Span 

OAKLAND, Aug. 6.—(LP)—The 
Key System today announced it was} 
considering substituting buses for 
commuter trains on the San Fran- 
cisco bay bridge. 

T. J. Manning, president of the 
company, told the Oakland city 





council that the Key System has) 
received 50 new coaches and ex-| 
pects delivery of 230 more. | 
He said the company was seri- 
ously considering the use of buses) 
for all transbay transportation. | 
ee 
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RAILROAD HISTORY ROLLS _ in === IS 


FEATHER RIVER RAILWAY ASKS PARTIAL ABANDONMENT 

The Feather River Railway, which connects with the Weste 
ern Pacific at Bidwell Bar just east of Oroville, California, 
has asked the Interstate Commerce Conmission for permission to 
abandon that portion of its line southeast of Feather Falls 
extending 10 miles to Ward in Butte County. The line is owned 
by the Feather River Pine Mills whose mill is at Feather Falls. 
The portion to ba abandoned has been used almost exclusively 
for hauling logs, but the lumber company now proposes to use 
trucks to reach new timber holdings. 

-- Larry Harrison 





"SUNTAN SPECIAL" BIG SUCCESS 


The Santa Crug Chamber of Commerce can be cred- 
ited with reviving the famous "Sun-Tan Special" run- 
ing every Sunday during the summer between San Fran- 
cisco and Santa Cruz. The Chamber "guarenteed" the 
expenses of the special the first four dates during 
July. The guarentee, incidentally, was fully covered 

the first run to pay for the rest of the dates. The S.P. has 
announced they will continue to run the "Sun-Tan Special" through 
September lst---without a guarentee. -- Ed Wrrer 


UNION PACIFIC POOLS STREAMLINED EQUIPMENT 


The Union Pacific's "City" streamliners no longer 
caryy the name of the train on the letterboards as 
cars have been pooled for Los Angeles and Portland 
daily trains. The San Francisco service is scheduled 
to become a daily train this Fall with cars being 

drawn from the streamliner pool. -- Whitmeyer and Ed Wrrer 


GRANITE ROCK COMPANY GETS NEW SWITCHER 
The Granite Rock Company at Logan, Galifornia, (near 
Watsonville) has acquired an 0-6-OT switcher to add to its 
roster of standard and narrow gauge engines. This standard 
gauge engine appears to be a war-surplus engine. 
-- Fred Stoes via Willey 


YOSEMITE VALLEY ENGINE ON M.& E, T. 

Former Yosemite Valley Railroad engine Number 
23, 4-4-0, is now being used by the Modesto & Empire 
Traction Company. The engine has. been stored in 
Modesto for many months awaiting sale by the Y.V. 
scrappers. She went into service July 3lst after 
having been equipped with a new steel pilot beam 
and footboards. It is not known whether the engine has been 
purchased or leased. -- Al Rose 





TIDEWATER SOUTHERN RUSH DUE TO S.P. STRIKE 

The strike of Southern Pacific engineers brought a lot 
of business to the Tidewater Southern for a few days at least 
with shippers from as far south as Coalinga bringing produce 
to Turlock for shipment via T.S.. One train of sixty-eight 
cars was double-headed north with Western Pacific 99, 4-6-0, 
and 122, 4-6-0. Tne T.S. electric locomotives in Modesto 
are seeing quite a bit of service during the fruit rush this 
year. -- Al Rose 
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LOS ANGELES 





[REPLACES HAND PORTIONS 
‘ TO tA CIENEGA @| OF “D"_ 2" AND “O” LINES | 


MELROSE AVE 





VIRGIL AVE 





"S" 





ta 


® Establishment of Trackless Trolley 
Line "3" (From 58th and Central to 6th 
and privete right-of-way, utilizing down- 
town one-way traffic.) 


® Establishment of Coach Line "4" 
(Direct service from Melrose and Le 
Cienege to Florence and Main.) 


© Northerly and southerly re-routing 
of Line "F" (Streamlined for rapid 





transit from 116th and Vermont to : 
Lincoln Park.) z 
5 
i) 
© Westerly re-routing of Rail Line "S" g Pe arb 


(3rd to Le Brea; Larchmont to Melrose.) 


- 
a 
< 


® Southerly extension of Figueroa 
Coach Line "49" (New direct service 
on Figueroa to Century.) to ®) 


® Southerly extension of Alvarado TO MORENCE 10 i 
Coach Line "41" (Extended to serve — aces 

U.S.C. and Exposition Park from north REPLACES “U" LINE 

Los Angeles.) AND OLD "F* LINE 


+ 


THESE CHANGES BECOME EFFECTIVE ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 3RD, CONVERSIO 


STREET CAR LINES 
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